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Biology Honors Program  
 

Students interested in the Biology Honors program must complete and turn in the 
application form to the Biology Program Coordinator. Upon entering into the honors 
program, the student’s research must be approved by both members of their honors 
committee. Students ideally should apply for this program in their junior year. 
 
• Students pursuing Biology honors must form their honors committee consisting of 

two faculty members, a research advisor and a reader, as described below: 
o One committee member must be a member of the Biology core faculty. 

Students must register in the section of Biol 400 taught by this faculty 
member. 

o The other committee member may also be selected from the Biology core 
faculty, or may be an adjunct, research, or regular faculty member at UNM 
with approval of the Biology Department Honors Program Chair. 

• One of the two honors committee members must be designated as the research 
advisor, usually the committee member with whom the student will conduct the 
majority of their research project. 

o The student will work with the research advisor to develop a program of 
independent research that results in the preparation and submission of an 
honors thesis and a formal presentation.  

o Students must submit their final thesis, approved by their honors committee, 
to the Biology Department Honors Program Coordinator by the end of the 5th 
week in the semester they intend to graduate. 

• The formal presentations can be an oral or poster presentation at the Biology 
Department Research Day or at an approved scientific venue. Presentations must 
also be submitted to the Biology Department Honors Program Coordinator by the 
end of the 5th week in the semester they intend to graduate. Students may present 
up until the end of their graduating semester.  

• Enrollment in Biology 400 is required for two semesters while in the Biology 
Department Honors Program.  In addition to working on their project, students in 
Biology 400 are required to participate in periodic meetings. 

• The Biology Department Honors Committee will consult with the students’ 
committee to determine the level of honors to be awarded.   

 


